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vicar's report
Odd how easily we forget the recent past. I wrote my
first draft of this overview of 2012 simply composing
at the keyboard, but when I went hunting for
photographs, I soon realised how much had slipped
from my mind. The problem is that forgetting loses fuel
for our praise (what God has done) and fuel for our
faith (what God will do).

the numbers of guests we welcomed and the sense of
worship and praise that ran through them. I’m
reminded, too, of the sheer hard work by so many
people that goes into making services - and other
events like them - happen.

all-ages

snapshots to remember by

This snap reminded me that it’s only in the past year
we’ve started bringing children up front all together on
occasion. It started, I think, in the all-age Harvest service
(Moses, Israel and manna in the desert!), but it’s felt a
good step forward in helping children engage fully with
the service when all-ages are together.

The first snap is actually from the end of 2011, but it
reminded me of the exuberant celebrations we’ve
enjoyed in 2012 as Calum and I had the privilege of
baptising eighteen children (the most ever). They are
significant services for the families themselves, but
they’ve also been the doorway into church for visitors
who find themselves delighted by the warmth and
welcome of All Souls.

celebrating community

The biggest surprise was that I’d forgotten one of our
biggest Sundays ever! The Jubilee Weekend, with its
monsoon rain, cheering crowds and river pageant was
the perfect setting for us to help host another Big
Lunch. With the rain came the opportunity to welcome
nearly 300 people into the building to eat, chat and
celebrate together. Quite a day!

an easter to remember

continued…

Given that this year’s Easter services already feel distant,
looking at the photos from 2012 helped me remember
what a big step forward last year was, both in terms of
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This shows one of the times we’ve hosted an outside
group coming to make use of our building as a place
to think about religion in their community. In this case
it was a local Scout group, with me taking a pretend
wedding between two very shy scouts! More often it’s
been local schools - we’ve got a ‘find the object’ photo
treasure hunt that gives us the chance to talk about
what church is for and what we do.

mission and ministry as any adult. Finally there’s a great
reminder of joy!

thankyou!
Behind every photo and behind every part of All Souls’
life is a team of unsung heroes. From our youth and
children’s teams to video/p.a. operators; welcomers
and Sunday refreshments; our Treasurer, Al and those
who serve on PCC with Churchwardens Deborah and
Cath.

ivybridge community

I’m also incredibly fortunate to work alongside an
astonishingly patient, creative and down-to-earth staff:
Krista, as Church Manager, leading an office team of
Sara, Sam and Helen. Fi, focusing on Ivybridge, Nasrin
(Little Souls), Catherine (Messy Church) and Charles
(buildings). I’m grateful as well to Calum whose
wisdom, laughter and friendship are rarely far away.

the so what?
An Annual Report can imply an organisation just
keeping going, but we have a purpose far beyond that:

I wonder whether you can identify the scene in this
penultimate snap? It’s the grassy area outside the
Bridgelink Community Centre on the Ivybridge Estate
and the venue for our summer barbecue. It reminds
me of the many new opportunities we’ve seen emerge
to serve the communities based there. You can read
more about those, the All Souls Ivybridge Congregation
and about the rest of our life as a church community
later in this report. I hope you will.

Nurturing what God has given us here to be an
increasingly effective centre for our community,
giving people of every age the opportunity to
experience the love of God in Jesus through the
Spirit for themselves.
Are we making the most of all the opportunities we
have to introduce people to Jesus and to see God, by
his Spirit, at work amongst us? There's plenty more to
come and already 2013 has had an exciting start another year to celebrate the goodness and faithfulness
of God.

messy… (creative, fun and fabulous!) church
My final photo - from Messy Church - pulls together
many different themes that sum up who we are.
There’s our welcome, with the (literally) hundreds of
children and adults coming into the building who would
never otherwise have experienced the creativity, vitality
and welcome here. There’s the team of volunteers
who make it possible and the visible evidence that
children are as much at the heart of the church and our

Richard Frank (Revd)
Vicar – 29th April 2013
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all souls ivybridge
ivybridge congregation

To find out more about the history and vision behind
All Souls Ivybridge visit our website at
www.allsoulsivybridge.org.uk

In 2012 Ivybridge Community Church (ICC) became
All Souls Ivybridge! A name change to reflect the
ownership and dedication that All Souls have to this
small congregation, as an integral part of All Souls.

Nikki Fletcher - for the team

We continue to aim to reach out to those living on the
Ivybridge estate and the surrounding community and
be a place where people can come to explore faith in
a friendly and undaunting environment.
We would love to be able to meet weekly, but our
small team makes fortnightly more sustainable, so our
need for helpers will increase over the coming year
especially in terms of running the children’s groups on
Sundays.
Over the last year we have continued to run termly
Storehouse events (giving away free good-quality
Children’s clothes), the Christmas giveaway and the
Summer BBQ (which was well attended despite
coinciding with the start of Eid!). Richard has also
continued to take regular assemblies at Ivybridge
School where Nikki Fletcher is part of the Governing
Body. We have been unable to carry any trips or
activities with the residents of Kirkstone Lodge over the
last year, as we have previously, which is a real shame
and something we hope to be able to restart in 2013.
There is a small but regular group of people who come
along on a Sunday and we continue to see them grow
in their faith and start to share it with others. We can’t
wait to see what God is going to do in 2013 both in
terms of the outreach within the local community (see
below) and the people we hope this will bring our way
to explore our reasons for being there and meeting to
worship God on the estate.

community projects
Beyond Sundays, we're involved in Ivybridge School,
building up connections with sheltered housing
(Kirkstone Lodge) and are planning to expand our
'Storehouse' work (give away clothes and equipment
for children). Linked to this, we are now running Bumps
and Babes on Friday mornings at the Ivybridge
Community Centre. We will continue to run events
including an annual summer barbecue and Christmas
gift give-away

The foundation that has been built through the
presence of the church and relationships with the
Ivybridge community over the last 8-9 years and
bearing fruit and there are many exciting opportunities
coming our way.
We continue to be in need of great wisdom to know
how best to serve this diverse (and often very transient)
community and we pray that God will guide us as a
church in how to do this.

Fi Budden - Community Projects Manager
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report on the buildings
2012 proved to be another packed year in the
life of All Souls and the intricacies of managing
its diverse property issues.
Here are a few “highlights” (in chronological order, not
significance!):
Ÿ Lighting repairs in the church.
Ÿ Internal painting of the halls, toilets and corridors.
Ÿ Reviewing roof leaks in the church (repairs in due
course when we have hired a“spider” for general
access inside and out.
Ÿ Clearing and renewing the play area soft fill.
Ÿ Installing an insulated suspended ceiling with
recessed rooflights and air source heating and
cooling in the Studio.
Ÿ Ongoing negotiations to renew the ground lease
for the side parking at 53 Newry Road. The land
will now revert to All Souls once the occupiers have
rebuilt the dividing fence.
Ÿ Fitting a baby changer and display boards.
Ÿ “Creating” the Prayer Space at the front of the
church including fitting suspension cables for the
curtains.
Ÿ Replacement of the west windows in the church.
Ÿ Installation of data loggers to record the
temperature in the church throughout the week
as part of the ongoing review into the thermal
efficiency of the church and is heating system.
Ÿ Replacing various locks and repairing the Bishop’s
chair (just in time for his visit).
Ÿ And working on the Face to Face development
project which will shortly be submitted for Faculty
approval - the Church of England’s equivalent of
planning permission). It may even be carried out
this summer!

Charles Tapson – Buildings Manager
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youth and children’s teams
what is now Gems, however, being such a large group,
it simply moved up on its own and kept its name. We
are now back in the studio, which suits us well. The
leaders and helpers have taken to dealing with the
increased numbers with enthusiasm (or at least they’ve
not complained…) and have done a great job, as the
children all seem to enjoy coming.
In order to get the Bible stories and themes across to
the children, we use a range of methods and ideas
including puppet shows (which I particularly enjoyed)
group acting, props, games, songs…. anything that is
fun! The children have enjoyed really getting stuck into
their crafts (no pun intended). However, as one leader
commented: ‘with a group this size, you do need lots
of ideas up your sleeve, as that stops the odd child
wandering off and doing their own thing’. Thankfully,
the children’s materials do contain lots of really helpful
and varied ideas and although, occasionally, these need
adapting, they’ve been a wonderful resource.

crèche (10.30am)
Crèche numbers have grown over the last year, not
only have a generation of 7 or so infants grown older
within the crèche environment, a new generation of
babies and young have joined with an influx of new
attendees.
It was decided for explorers to move out of the shared
hall and into the Studio, giving us more space for free
play time and also allowing us the opportunity to
introduce a craft and song/ story time which has
provided structure to the session and also greater
opportunity for learning.

Fi Budden

We run the session much like a playgroup, free
playtime for 30 mins, parents are offered tea and coffee
and leaders chat with parents making them feel
welcome. There is a craft table where parents can assist
their children and then we invite the whole group to
sit in a circle, children are offered a drink and a biscuit
and we have a short story followed by about 10
minutes of songs (much like at little souls) which usually
brings us to the end of the session.

Roxane Pope

explorers (10.30am)
It’s been wonderful to have such a steadfast team of
leaders (all have stayed with this group for 2 years
now), and so many people willing to help. We are
regularly dealing with numbers between 15-23
children, so it can be quite chaotic and the helpers are
really needed!
This Explorers group should technically have joined
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youth and children’s teams
stars (4.30pm)
Our Stars meet in the Studio every Sunday afternoon.
Typically we have between 4 to 8 reception to year 1
aged children. The format is pretty similar each week.
We start with a fun activity and then spend some time
reading and discussing the Bible story for the week.
The children often act out the roles in the story or
provide sound effects, which they love. The craft
activity is always a popular part of the afternoon. We
have a small team (myself, Karen and Nasrin) and often
need to ask a parent to stay with the group to help out
during the session. This seems to work well, although
if you do feel you can help on a more regular basis, do
let me know.

gems (10.30am)
We’ve had a lovely bunch of kids, between 8 - 14
children aged three to five years, who are part of our
little Gems group on Sunday mornings in the cosy
space on the stage. The time goes fast as we fit in reading, group chat, prayer, acting, craft, drawing, play
doe, parachute games, dancing, dvds, plus the
occasional toilet trip - and all in the space of 40 mins
to an hour!

Cath Davies

They seem to especially enjoy re-enacting bible stories
and role play. They like to help out with tasks and It is
real a pleasure to see how the children are growing in
confidence and knowledge about the characters in the
bible, and able to bring their own ideas and experiences
into discussion about how we live today. A big thankyou
to an amazing group of parent helpers who pull it all
together each week - and we’d always be grateful for
more volunteers - it is a great way to support the
church and learn more through the children.

Movers (yr 2-3) & Groovers (yr 4-6)
Mornings Movers
We have had a great year. A regular problem at the
moment is sometimes having too many children and
not enough space. A great problem to have! As always
we have a brilliant team of leaders and helpers who all
bring their own value to the team.

Rosalie Callway

We average between 10 and 12 children each week,
with some weeks as many as 16 children. The children
all feel comfortable to ask questions and contribute to
the session which sometimes leads us to some
interesting topics.
As the children have matured we have been able to
encourage them to really think about how the stories
could apply to their lives and how they can live for
Jesus. We are trying to encourage the children to
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youth and children’s teams
Underground (yrs 7-8) &
Overground (yr 9+)

believe that they can make a difference (even though
they are small). The material (a combination of stories,
games and crafts) provided allows us to continue to
encourage them to find ways to live for Jesus.

The Underground grew during 2012, in part due to
an intake at the younger end, to the point where 20
or more young people were in regular attendance. As
a result we decided to split the group according to age
for 3 out of 4 sessions in a month such that those in
year 9 and above make up the Overground and those
younger than this the Underground.

Brenda Dickens
Afternoons Groovers
Sunday afternoon Groovers usually has 10-15 children
and is based in the large hall. More recently, we have
tended to have more combined sessions with the
Movers due to easier logistics with leader numbers.

Both groups join together for the first Sunday in the
month for worship, grub, hanging out and prayer. On
the 3rd Sunday the Overground help out on various
teams in church including worship, welcome, sound,
and refreshments.

We have had various themes this year which the
children have enjoyed, particularly the ‘On Your Marks’
series - a global sports competition theme based on
stories about Jesus from Mark’s Gospel. Other themes
have included the ‘God is....’ series and ‘Encounters
with Jesus’.
We have a range of activities in each session including
games, watching DVDs, reading and acting out bible
stories, prayer time and craft activities.

Tim Knight

Last year we did a series on the ten commandments
and recently have been focusing
on Encounters with Jesus using material form the Urban
Saints' Energize website - both groups use the same
material. The sessions are characterised by lively
discussions, honest questions, and plenty of laughs.
Towards the end of the year Richard ran some sessions
on baptism and communion and as a result a small
number were confirmed and many now take
communion on a regular basis.
Socials during the year included cinema trips, tramp
supper and a 10-pin bowling night. The ongoing
commitment of the team (Ade Davies, Lucy Anstey,
Mike Hope-Milne, Bryan and Nicky Goddard) is greatly
appreciated.

Karl and Kate
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youth and children’s teams
joining the teams
More than eighty members of All Souls are part of our
Sunday youth and children's teams - helping out once
a month as part of an age-group team, with some taking
responsibility for leading sessions, many simply helping
with setting up and working alongside small groups of
children.
Most leaders are new to children's work - no previous
experience is needed! You simply need to enjoy the
company of the age-group, be happy to engage with
them at their level and to enjoy being part of God at
work amongst the young. All our leaders undergo a
DBS check (previously CRB, Criminal Records Bureau)
check at 'enhanced' level.
We are always on the look-out for people to come
and give it a go - why not try it out one week and see
if you enjoy it?
Simply chat to me, to Calum, or to the leader of a
particular group if you'd like to know more.

Richard
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local young families
schools
2012 saw a continued involvement in and work
alongside many local schools and the beginnings of a
new partnership with one we’ve not visited before.
The Blue School - a CofE Primary School in
Isleworth - continues to be our closest link. All
Souls has an ex-officio place on the Governing
Body (currently filled by me) and many of our children
gain admission there. I’m now in my eighth year of
taking a weekly assemblies on Wednesday mornings,
spending time in Nursery then in the main assembly,
teaching and leading worship songs and talking about
what they mean. I’m also the Child Safeguarding
Governor there.

Barnes (Vicar of St Stephens) for warmly welcoming
our involvement. Sharon Miller (a member of All Souls)
is actively involved as a Parent Governor and Calum
has also recently joined the Governing Body. I take an
assembly there at least once a month.

Richard

little souls
Little Souls said a very fond farewell to Catherine Frank
this year after more than seven years on the team, the
last four as Team Leader. She has been greatly missed
but I am pleased be able to do something on such a
regular basis as an outreach to the community,
especially families with little children.

The Green School - a CofE girls secondary
school in Hounslow - is another long-term
connection. Calum and I are both involved in
taking assemblies, leading chapel services and
occasional retreat days. We’re part of a team of local
clergy involved and it’s a great visible way of churches
working together.
Worple School is an LEA run Primary School
just up the road from All Souls and in our
Parish. I’m a Community Governor there and
was involved in the appointment of the new
headteacher in 2012. I’ve started taking assemblies
and occasional lessons - and we’ve been able to host
classes from Worple visiting church. Children come to
Worple from both the Ivybridge Estate and the rest of
the Parish.
Ivybridge School is, as the name implies,
the Primary School on the Ivybridge Estate.
Nikki Fletcher - a member of All Souls - is
Vice-Chair of the Governors and I take regular
assemblies and occasional lessons, as well as hosting
classes who have visited All Souls midweek. The school
has also been a welcoming environment for three
different All Souls folk who’ve been either exploring
the possibility of teaching or actually training.
St Stephen’s School is another CofE
Primary School, just south of our Parish
on the A316, but serving many children
from our area. We’ve been very grateful to Rev Jez

Little Souls (known as “popcorn playgroup” by some
of the children) continues to dish up coffee and chat
every term time Wednesday morning from 10 11.30am.
It is wonderful to get to meet people living in our local
community and see them make friends as their children
play happily with all the toys and paint. It is amazing to
have such a huge area to play in especially with the
outside garden if the weather allow us .
This year has seen other changes to the team. We had
to say goodbye to Tuane and recently Fi. They have
been missed .We have a new team starting to grow
again, faithfully giving their time and energy not only in
setting and clearing up but also in the care and love
they show everyone who walks through the door.
Calum has brought along his musical gifts (as well as his
sailor’s ability to clear up sick and blood !) It is wonderful

Page 11

to have him there and, along with Richard’s weekly
singing time, he helps to make the connection between
Little Souls and church. Many Little Souls people have
come along to church especially at Christmas and
Easter and really enjoy it however it is not part of their
regular life. The challenge for us is how to nurture
people and provide a place where they can ask
questions about faith.

Nasrin

messy church
It is what it is..........One hundred children, two hours
of craft, an altogether time with Richard and then food
(this sometimes is the messiest part!). It is wonderful
to see the church so alive with busy bodies gluing,
painting, creating craft all around a particular theme.
We are full each time and have added in a few extra
events this year. None of it would be possible without
the help of an extraordinary bunch of volunteers who
willingly give up their free time to get Messy and play!
To get a flavour of what happens do have a look at the
photos on the church website or facebook page....
They (and below) will make you smile!

Catherine Frank
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building community
mondays
Monday Communion – (12 Noon, 1st Monday of the
month) Common Worship Communion followed by
light lunch of homemade soup and cake
Monday Club – (10.30am, 3rd Monday of the month)
Coffee, cakes and a talk or activity

Roxane Stephens has been hugely supportive over the
last year, helping to run all aspects of the Monday Club,
so a big thank you to her for all her work. We now
have some new team members about to come on
board, and it’s great to see Monday Club developing.

Fi Budden

In addition to the Monday Communion service, we
have been running the Coffee Club. This started in
September 2013 in order to extend the Church’s
opportunities for local (mostly) retired residents.
Beryl, who’s been with us for more than a year, has
once again been amazing by providing us with plenty
of wonderful cakes, not only for the Monday
Communion service but also for the Coffee Club.
Although, at present, we haven’t grown greatly in
number, some of our newer regulars have started
coming along to the Sunday services – and it’s great to
see them there as well as at the Monday events. New
faces are starting to appear here and there, mostly due
to word of mouth, and it’s great to see connections
being made….

Highlights of the Coffee Club include local resident,
Martyn Day, who is becoming a regular on our list of
events (providing great entertainment); our very own
talented curate with his fiddle; and Nicky Barlow who
provided a really enjoyable and beneficial seated
exercise class. Fortunately, there are a number of local
organisations and individuals willing to come and give
talks. However, we are always on the lookout for
ideas, so if you or someone you know might have
something interesting to share with the group on a
Monday morning, please let us know.

soul coffee
Soul Coffee is a mums, babies and toddler group for
All Souls, on Monday mornings. Having originally been
in homes, it moved to the church Stage Room, which
has provided a nice atmosphere for all who attend.
The access to church toys, books, and equipment has
proved invaluable as this is something all the children
very much look forward to and gives the mothers a
chance to catch up amongst themselves. We have also
introduced a singing session at the end of play which
makes for a good lead into tidy up and home time.
We like to make everyone feel welcome and provide
refreshments for the adults and the children. There is
currently a group of 8 regular mothers and 11 children
(including babies) though we also get a few more that
drop in when they are free. Since moving location to
the church, there has been a natural progression of
new mums coming into the group as other mothers
and toddlers have moved into the next stage of nursery
and going back into work. We have gone on an outing
to The Urban Hounslow Farm which was great fun
and shall undoubtedly do more excursions.

Ness Reddick
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looking wider
who spoke during the service about their work
with children round the world.

soul connections
Soul Connections exists for two purposes: helping keep
the worldwide mission of God’s church (material and
spiritual) in focus within the life of All Souls and overseeing
the distribution of a proportion of All Souls income to
projects and organisations that help fulfill this aim. The
team consists of David Rowe, Tilly Connor, Bill
Greenfield, Helen Stephens, Sarah Wiggins, Mark Wing
and Paul and El Tuck.
In 2012 we supported:
Ÿ Joshua Opondo (below),
Diocesan Youth Paster in
Kenya
Ÿ Bob and Becky Faber
(right) in Bulgaria
Ÿ Crossway Pregnancy Crisis
Centre in Twickenham
Ÿ Veena O’Sullivan in South
Africa and the work she is
doing with refugees
Ÿ Viva Network
Ÿ The Shelter Project

The Shelter Project was run again this winter and
All Souls supported St Johns Isleworth both
financially and with a list of volunteers for them to
draw on to man the shelter.
If you would like any further information about
Soul Connections work or are interested in
joining the group, please look at the website or
contact one of the Soul Connections team.

El Tuck

soul living
The Soul Living group looks at ways to help the
church, congregation and community to live more
simply and protect the environment. Responding
to God’s call for us to care for and enjoy the
natural world around us - God's kingdom.

This year we increased
our level of support for
Joshua and for the Fabers
both financially and also
we hope in terms of
prayer support. Prayer
for our ‘connections’ has
now
become
an
established and regular part of Sunday services and there
was a section in the prayer Space dedicated to our
connections round the world.
The O’Sullivans, a family who were regular members of
Souls moved to South Africa in 2011 and we have started
supporting some of the work that they are setting up with
a refugee community living near them. So far we have
financially supported the start of a process for the
community to understand their own needs and start to
think through how they themselves might improve their
situation.
We also began supporting the work of Viva Network and
were visited in the middle of 2012 by their outgoing CEO
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Buildings - This past year the church received a
small grant from the Energy Share fund which
contributed to the cost of insulation (inserting an
artificial ceiling) and better energy efficiency (air
source heat pump) in the Church Studio. We are
still hoping to do more work improving energy
use in the main church building and looking into
solar electricity in the future. The church reports
annually on our carbon footprint to the Diocese
of London.
Congregation - as part of the prayer space in the
church before Christmas we created a small area
to celebrate the natural world and our part in it.
The ‘scrap heap challenge’ took place during the
harvest festival with prizes for the all the recycled
art. For Lent we held a short course on ‘God and
creation’.
Community - In the wider community the church
supports Ivybridge's Storehouse – where good
quality used clothes and toys are provided to
families living on the estate.
We welcome anyone interested to join in and
bring their ideas.

Rosalie Callway

small groups and short courses
homegroups
We had 4 home groups meeting regularly with 2 others
scheduled to start up; three meet monthly and the
other meets fortnightly. They continue to be an
important place to grow friendships within the church
and to support and pray for one another and to study
a part of a book or the bible together. Once again the
Tuck/Merrifield home group was involved in providing
volunteer support to the Hounslow Churches
homeless Shelter.

prayer room called SPACE in the area to the right of
the stage and had our first 24-3 Prayer time. People
booked in to pray in the “space” - as an individual,
couple or family – for an hour or two at any time of
day or night. The testimony of everyone that came
to pray was of great thanks and that an hour was not
long enough. We plan to make the prayer space a
twice yearly event.

digging deeper and training
Some of the Training events this year included
“Children and Prayer”, “Managing Behaviour” and
“Storytelling” which were specifically for parents and
those involved in Children’s church. One of the most
popular Digging Deeper was on “Listening to God” and
how we might follow the nudges from God to get
involved with what he is doing around us.

Calum Lindsay

baptism course
Wonderfully, there were 18 children baptised at All
Souls in 2012. The two-session Baptism Course,
written and run by Richard, for parents who are
interested in or have recently had their children
baptised was run four times through the year. The first
session looks at the baptism service and the second
looks at the consequences of baptism for parents and
always stimulates great discussion.

prayer gatherings
Lent Prayer and Advent Prayer
Lent 2012 had various moments to pray through lent
from a Ash Wednesday service to a Men’s Breakfast to
a prayer walk round Ivybridge and a Good Friday
meditation service. This year in Advent we repeated
the valuable partnership with the other three Isleworth
churches. Each church hosted an evening of prayer
through Advent.
SPACE
In September we wanted to see the new term be
rooted in prayer and so the theme of the Sunday
services were on prayer and we then set up a creative
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worship
for women
There have now been 4 women’s worship evenings,
roughly 1 every 3-4 months. The aim is to provide
some space for women to meet together, make
connections with each other, and have uninterrupted
time to sing, pray and reflect on our relationship with
God.
So far we have spent time thinking about God being
our ‘All’, God’s promises to us, and what it means for
us to be involved in ‘Creation Care’, finding joy in God’s
beautiful Creation.
We have been blessed by some of the men in the
church giving their time and talents to lead us in the
sung worship time, but we are beginning to grow our
own female musicians!
Our hope is that these evenings will be a time of joy
and refuge, and that we will grow in faith and enjoy
spending time in God’s presence together.

Rachel Wooden

worship team
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly...as you
sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs...to God."
Colossians 3:16
This verse reminds us that the word of God and sung
worship are inextricably linked, which is why at All
Souls, we try to place great importance on the
preaching and study of God's word linked together with
times of praise and response through our sung worship.
This gives us the opportunity to engage both our hearts
and minds as we seek to grow in our faith, experiencing
something of the great love and faithfulness of God,
and responding to him out of grateful hearts.

family. We are grateful to Rob Anstey for running a
'keyboards masterclass' during the year, which has
encouraged some of our classically trained pianists to
make the leap to playing keyboards in the band. This
has enabled us to have 2 keyboard players for some
services, which provides extra depth to the sound.
After nearly 20 years away from the drum stool, Rach
Wooden has picked up the sticks again to provide much
needed cover for the ever-faithful Richard Peart. We
have also had new backing vocalists join the band,
which adds a rich dimension to the vocal lead.
Our monthly worship team get-togethers have been
a great opportunity to meet together to pray and
practice, as well as welcome new members to the
team, and these are continuing on an on-going basis.
When I first came to All Souls, back in 2008, we were
served by 8 worship leaders covering only 1 service –
an amazing amount of gifting for a relatively small
congregation. However, the growth in congregation
numbers has led to the formation of a second service,
whilst at the same time, our pool of worship leaders
has shrunk a bit! Consequently we now have only 2
worship leaders for each service, with Calum also
providing welcome support on a regular basis. So
please pray for our worship leaders - for strength,
passion and spiritual sensitivity as they lead our sung
worship. And pray that God will raise up other gifted
individuals to join the team, as we all seek to continue
to develop into people that are known as worshippers
'in spirit and in truth'.

Jon Wooden

A big thank-you goes out to all those worship leaders,
musicians, singers and PA/AV team who have
continued to use their gifts faithfully and cheerfully over
the last year.
This year has been exciting in terms of uncovering the
giftings of some of the female members of the All Souls

Page 16

all souls in numbers
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